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JOHN   XVII.   24. 

Father^  I  will  that  they  also,  %vho7n  thou  hast  given  me,  he 
zv'ith  me  xvhsre  lam;  that  they  may  bihohr my  glory ^^ 
xvhich  thou  hast  given  ??2e  .•  — 

THE  hearts  of  people  are  often  broken  by  the 
death  of  fome  dear  relat'ive.'    When  this   is  the 
cafe,  if  thdy  could  be  affared  that  the  mournful 
event  is  only  in  fulfilment  of  this  interceffion  of ' 
our  deareft  Lord  ;  what  a  heavenly  balm  wdiild 
it  furnifh  for  the  wound  !     In  our  text  wc  learn, 
that  it  is  thus  indeed,  when  the  children  of  God 
are  called  hence.     Death  is  their  happy  tranfition 
from  the  trials  of  time,  to  the  joys  of  heaven. 
-  It  is  true,  life^  fo  long  as  it  continues,  is  among - 
the  treasures  of  God's  children.     "Life  is  yours/* 
It  is   their   opportunity  to  prepare   for  heaven. ' 
Ghrifl  intercedes  for  them  while  in  life,  that  they 
may  be   sanctified  ;  kept  from    the  evil ;  made 
perfect  in  one  ;  and  thus  fitted  for  glory. 

But  death  i%Yiik.Qv<f\(Q    theirs.     Their  death  is 
neceffary,  in  order  to  render  life  theirs.     Life   is 
a  benefit  to  the  childxeri  of  God,  only  as  it  fur- 
nifhes  them  with  an  opportunity  to  be  prepai'ed ' 
to  die  :  and  when  this   preparation   is   obtained, 
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death  is  their  great  gain.  In  our  text,  Chrift  in- 
tercedes for  their  tranfition  from  earth  to  heaven, 
that  they  may  be  with  him,  and  behold  his  glo- 
ry. He  would  not  have  them  remain  always  in 
this  valley  of  tears.  No :  he  would  have  their 
warfare  terminate  in  the  beft  time  and  manner  ; 
and  would  bring  them  to  himfelf  in  the  paradife 
above.     Thus  Chrift  promifed  to   his  difciples, 

*  If  I  go  away,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
you  unto  myfelf ;  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may 
be  alfo.* 

The  text  then  furniflies  this 
Doctrine, 

Death y  to  the  chosen  people  of  God ^  Is  their  In- 
troduction to  immortal  glory  with  Jesus  Christ, 

The  interceffion  in  the  text  is  made  for  the 
chosen  people  of  God;  'thofe,  whom  thou  haft  giv- 
en me.'  The  Father  gave  to  Chrift,  before  the 
world  was,  a  feed  to  ferve  him.  This  is  one  of 
the  cardinal  dodrines  of  Grace.  And  it  is,  in 
Chrift,  our  only  door  of  hope.  Relative  to  this 
feed,  Chrift  fays,  *  I  pray  for  them :  I  pray  not 
for  the  world  ;  but  for  th®fe  whom  thou  haft  giv- 
en me :  for  they    are  thine.'     John    xvii.  9. — 

*  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me  fhall  come  to  me ; 
and  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife 
caftout.'  Johnvi.  ^y» — Paul  fays,  *  For  whom 
he  did  foreknow,  he  alfo  did  predeftinate  to  be 
conformed  to  the   image   of   his  Son  ; — more- 
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over,  whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo 
called ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftifi- 
cd  ;  and  whom  he  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorifi- 
ed.' Rom.  viii.  29,  30. — Again,  'Blefled  be  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
hath  blcfled  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleflings  in  heav- 
enly places  in  Chrift  ;  according  as  he  hath  chofen 
us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that 
v/e  fhould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before 
him  in  love  ;  having  predeftinatcd  us  unto  the 
adoption  of  children,  by  Jesus  Chrift  to  himfelf, 
according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will.'  Eph. 
i.  3^ — 5. — All  therefore  who  are  fubjedts  of  the 
fanctification  of  the  fpirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth  ; 
who  have  the  fpirit  of  adoption ;  who  are  thus 
holy,  defiring  to  walk  without  blame  before  God 
in  love ;  are  the  people,  who  are  interefted  in  the 
prayer  of  Chrift  in  our  text.  Their  death,  when- 
ever or  however  it  takes  place,  is  in  fulfilment  of 
this  gracious  interceffion,  *  Father,  I  will  that 
they  alfo,  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me 
where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory, 
which  thou  haft  given  me.' 

In  further  illuftrating  the  fubjed,  I  (hall  at- 
tempt to  give  a  defcription  of  that  immortal  glory, 
into  which  death  introduces  the  chofen  people  of 
God.  But  what  mortal  tongue,  in  this  dark 
world,  can  defcribe  the  glories  of  heaven  ?  Who 
can   reach   the   immenfe     fubje(^  ?  when  *  Eye 


h^th  not  fcen,nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  that  God  has 
prepared  for  them  that  love  him.'  The  higheft 
fcraph  would  faulter  in  the  attempt,  and  yield  up 
the  fubjed.  None  but  the  infinite  mind  can  com- 
prehcnd  it.  To  eternity  it  will  be  unfolding  to 
the  enraptured  fouls  of  holy  beings,  as  their  men- 
tal powers  shall  enlarge. 

But  thefe  remarks  relate  rather  to  the  degree  of 
that  bleflcdnefs ;  and  to  the  particular  things 
which  fhali  confpire  to  heighten  it.  Relative 
to  the  nature  of  the  blifs  of  heaven,  the  facred 
Oracles  are  not  filent.  Nor  may  the  ambaflador 
ofChrift  be  filent  upon  this  fubjed ;  cfpecially 
when  called  to  illuftrate  the  fulfilment  of  the  in- 
terceflion  in  our  text.  The  apoftle,  when  he 
remarks  that  *  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,' 
adds,  *  But  God  hath  revealed  it  unto  us,  by  his 
Spirit  that  he  hath  given  us.'-— May  that  heavenly 
Agent  aid  both  fpeaker  and  hearers,  on  this  fol- 
emn  occafion,  while  fome  remarks  are  made  to 
afeertain  the  glory,  into  which  death  brings  the 
chofen  of  God, 

I.  They  go  to  the  abode  of  heaven. 

Though  the  blii^  of  heaven  effentially  depends 
on  the  ftate  of  the  heart,  or  temper  of  the  foul ; 
yet  there  muft  be,  fomewhere  in  the  univcrfe,  a 
place^  which  is  called  heaven,  the  third  heaven, 
the  higheft  hfeavcn,  the  heaven  of  heavens.   The 
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inan  Ghrift  Jcfus,  ia  his  glorified  human  body, 
muft  occupy  feme  place^  while  he  is  faid  to  be  at 
the  right  hand  of  God.  There  is  the  glorified 
body  of  Elijah,  who  was,  without  tafting  death, 
tranflated  to  heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot.  There  is 
the  glorified  body  of  the  tranflated  Enoch.  And 
there  the  angels  refide  at  their  home.  Though 
they  are  "defcending  and  afcending,"  from  heav- 
en to  earth,  and  from  earth  to  h^eaven  ;  yet  we 
muft  conceive  they  have  fome  place  of  fixed  refi- 
dence,  where  they  unite  in  the  praife  of  their 
Maker,  when  not  employed  on  divine  meflagcs  ; 
and  where  they  behold  "the  body  of  heaven  in 
its  clearnefs." 

;Thift4s  that  "better  country,"  fought  by  patri- 
archs and  faints  of  old,  in  preference  t©  all  earthly 
habitations;  while  they  confelTed  that  they  were 
pilgrims  and  ftrangers  on  the  earth.  This  is  that 
"building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens,"  which  Paul  knew  was 
prepared  for  the  pious  Corinthians,  when  the 
earthly  houfe  of  their  tabernacle  fhould  be  difiblv- 
ed.  This  is  that  "city  that  hath  foundations,whofe 
Builder  and  Maker  is  God."  To  this  our  deareft 
Lord  afcended  fronv  Bethany,  in  the  open  vifion 
of  gazing,  admiring  difciples.  To  that  bright 
world  the  foui  of  Mofes  winged  its  way  from  the 
fummit  of  mount  Pifgah.     Thither  all  the  fouls 
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have  arrived,  who  have  died  in  the  Lord,  fincc 
the  creation  of  the  world. 

Whatever  qiienes  may  arife,  with  rerpeft  to  dif- 
embodied  fouls  occupying  space^  or  being  able  to 
behold  and  converfe  with  Chrift  in  his  glorified 
body,  or  with  one  another ; — he,  who  made  fouls, 
and  gives  to  men  and  angels  all  their  powers,  can 
with  infinite  eafe  fuperfede  all  fuch  difficulties. 
And  no  objedions  of  this  kind  ar^  for  a  moment 
to  be  admitted. 

Stephen  could  in  vifion  behold  that  celeftial 
place,  when  he  looked  up  ftedfaftly  into  heaven, 
and  faw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jefus  ftanding  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.  Thither  the  penitent  thief 
from  the  crofs  afcended,  after  Chrift  had  faid  to 
him,  '  This  day  thou  (halt  be  with  me  in  paradife.' 
Lazarus,  on  the  wings  of  angels,  was  borne  to 
Abraham's  bqfom  in  that  bright  region.  There 
is  the  '  Jerufalem  that  is  above,*  the  true  *  mount 
Z'lon,  the  city  of  the  living  God,'  where  refide  the 
Judge  of  ail,  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  the 
general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  Firftborn,  and 
the  fpirits  of  the  juft  made  perfed. 

Relative  to  the  appearance,  or  accommodations 
of  the  place  under  confideration,  I  fliall  only  re- 
mark, that  God,  who  made  the  world  by  the  word 
of  his  power,  whofe  glory  the  vifible  heavens  de- 
clare, who  formed  all  the  beauties  of  creation,  and 
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the  fun  and  ftars  may  be  viewed  as  the  duft  un- 
der his  feet,  furely  is  able,  and  muft  be  difpofed, 
to  conftitute  his  own  inner  court  of  ineffable  glories. 

2.  The  chosen  of  God ^  at  death,  go  to  be  with 
Christy  to  behold  his  glory. 

This  is  fpoken  of  in  the  text  as  the  fummit  of 
their  happinefs:  *  that  they  be  with  me  where  I  am, 
to  behold  my  glory.'  *  I  will  come  again,  and  re- 
ceive you  unto  myfelf ;  that  where  I  am,  ye  may 
be  alfo.'  Here  is  the  blifs  of  all  blifs.  *  Having 
a  defire,'  fays  Paul,  *  to  depart  and  be  with  Chrift, 
which  is  far  better.'  *  Willing  rather  to  be  abfent 
from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the  Lord.' 

In  the  prefent  world,  the  new-born  do  by  faith 
behold  Chrift.  Their  life  is  a  life  of  *  looking  un- 
to Jefus ;' — '  whom  having  not  feen,  ye  love  ;  in 
whom,  though  now  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing, 
ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.' 
But  at  beft,  they  fee  only  as  '  through  a  glafs 
darkly' — Infomuch,  that  while  they  are  at  home 
in  the  body,  they  are  faid  to  be  *  abfent  from  the 
Lord.'  Abfence  from  a  dear  friend  is  painful. 
We  delight  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  whom  we 
dearly  love. 

How  inexpTeffibly  delightful  then,  muft  be  the 
prefence  of  the  great  Bridegroom  of  the  church, 
our  heavenly  Lover  !  To  fee  the  King  in  his 
beauty,  in  the  heavenly  land  afar  off,  as  the  faints 
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in  heaven  behold  him,  will  be  happmefs  indeed* 
*  Bleffed  are  the  pure   in  heart,  for  they  fhall  see 

God.^     Here  i^  the  fum  of  their  reward. Take 

another  infpired  defcription  of  their  heavenly  blifs, 
the  leading  feature  of  which  is  the praence  of  tbeir 
God  and  Savior :  *  Thefe  are  they  who  came  out 
of  great  tribulation,  and  have  wafhed  their  robes, 
and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and 
ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple ;  and  he 
that  fitteth  on  the  throne  (hall  dwell  among  them. 
They  fhall  hunger  no  more,  neither  third  any 
more,  neither  fhall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor 
any  heat  :  For  the  Lamb,  who  is  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne,  fliall  feed  them,  and  fhall  lead  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  water  ;  and  God  fliall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.' 

In  the  prefenee  and  light  of  the  glorious  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs,  (of  whom  the  face  of  the  natural 
fun  is  but  an  emblem)  faints  in  heaven  behold 
the  wonders  of  God,  and  of  his  works — They 
there  obtain  the  mofl  ravifhing  views  of  the 
manifold  wifdom  of  God,  in  the  works  of  his 
providence  and  grace  ;  of  his  omnipotence, 
omnifcience,  juftice,  holinefs,  majcfty,  a^jd  love. 
All  the  Divine  perfections,  natural  and  moral, 
Ihine  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Father's  glory,  and  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon. 
There  are  read  the  height  and  depth,  the  length 
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and  breadth,  of  the  love  of  God,  which  paiTeth 
knowledge.  Souls  in  heaven  behold  in  Chrift 
every  thing,  which  is  calculated  to  excite  their 
moft  intenfe  love,  and  kindle  it  into  a  pure 
feraphic  flame.  Every  defire  is  in  him  fully  an- 
fwered :  And  they  fing,  '  Worthy  is  the  Lamb, 
who  was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches, 
and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
and  bleffing.' 

3.      They  are  Established  in  a  perfedf  conformity 
to  Christ, 

The  fpirits  of  the  jufl:  in  heaven  are  *  made- 
perfect ;'  and  this  renders  perfeEi  their  blifs.  In 
the  prefent  world,  their  conformity  to  Chrift,  the 
fupreme  objed:  of  love,  is  but  partial.  They 
have  much  fm  remaining  ;  and  hence  much 
diftrefs.  They  often  lanquifh  under  the  defile- 
ments of  their  remaining  depravity.  *  I  fee  then 
a  law,  that  when  1  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent 
with  me.'  The  law  in  the  members,  waring 
againft  the  law  of  the  mind,  makes  them  groan, 
*  Oh  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  (hall  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?'  *  Wo  is  me, 
for  I  am  undone.'  They  have  fome  corred: 
views  of  the  glorious  things  of  God  ;  but  oh  how 
dark  are  their  bed  views  !  They  hunger  and 
third  after  righteoufnefs ;  but  their  defires  are 
,often  faint  and  interrupted  ;  and  they  feel  that 
they  are  far  from  the  objed  of  their  defire.    The 
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more  they  fe^  of  God,  the  more  they  find  oc- 
cafion  to  loathe  themfelves  for  their  unUkenefs 
to  him. 

But  upon  leaving  the  body,  they  obtain  a  per- 
fect conformity  to  Chrift.  All  imperfeaion 
ceafcs,  as  darknefs  vaniihes  before  the  full  light 
of  the  fun.  They  are,  at  death,  prefented  to 
Chrift  '  without  spot.''  They  are  made  perfed 
in  love :  and  perfed  love  cafts  out  all  fear.  The 
well  of  water  within  them  has  there  fprung  up 
unto  cverlafting  life.  Grace  is  perfected  in  glory, 
and  hope  in  fruition.  The  whole  foul  is  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  an  ocean  of  love.  Every  power  is 
moft  perfedly  adive  in  the  praife  of  God,  with- 
out the  leaft  wearinefs  or  indifference.  The  life 
of  Chrift  flows  into  the  foul.  All  darknefs  is  for 
ever  baniflied  :  and  their  charader,  and  delight 
in  the  glory  of  God,  are  perfect. 

4.  They  are  admitted  to  a  most  endearing 
familiarity  with  Christ. 

Saints  in  heaven  are  received  not  merely  as  the 
servants  of  Chrift,  but  as  \i\%  ft  tends ^  his  brethren^ 
his  companions^  his  spouse.  In  the  prefent  world, 
they  become  efpoufed  to  the  King  of  glory.  At 
death,  their  marriage-day  may  be  faid  to  arrive. 
The  King  now  brings  them  into  his  chambers, 
into  the  inner  apartments  of  his  temple  or  pal- 
ace :  and  their  communion  is  moft  intimate. 
Behold  the  familiarity  of  Chrift  with  his  difcipleSy 
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when  on  earth  !  wafh'ing  their  feet  j  niiniftering 
to  them  ;  admitting  John  to  lean  on  his  bofom  ; 
moft  tenderly  appearing  to  them  after  his  refur- 
re^Stion  ;  accommodating  himfelf  to  the  two  on 
the  v/ay  to  Emmans  ;  repeatedly  prefentlng  him- 
felf to  his  difciples,  and  faying,  *  All  hail  !'  *Peac^ 
be  unto  you.'  *  Handle  me,  and  fee  ;  for  a 
fpirit  hath  not  fleOi  and  bones,  as  ye  fee  me  have.' 
And  to  Thomas,  *  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and 
behold  my  hands  ;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand, 
and  thruft  it  into  my  fide ;  and  be  not  faithlefs, 
but  believing.'     V/hat  moft  tender  familiarity  I 

In  heaven,  though  Chrift  will  be  feen  and 
adored  as  God  ;  yet  his  condefcenfion  and 
familiarity  with  his  chofen,  probably,  \m\\  not  be 
iefs  tender  and  ftriking.  His  exaltaiion  is  for 
ibeir  sake.  It  is  *  io  the  chiirclj  that  he  is  *  Head 
over  all  things.'  His  exaltation  will  not  hinder^ 
but  will  cnfure  and  endear,  his  familiarity  with 
them.  The  familiarity,  to  which  they  are  ad- 
mitted, mud  be  at  a  perfect  diftance  from  all  im- 
pertinence, or  levity  :  But  it  is  moft  intimate 
and  dear.  The  infinite  greatnefs  of  Chrift  will 
not  overawe  them.  .  His  words,  *  It  is  I,  be  not 
afraid,'  will  there  be  felt,  and  enjoyed,  in  their 
fulleft  import.  The  faints  in  heaven  difcover,  in 
Chrift,  mildoefs  and  fweetnefs  equal  to  his  infi- 
nite majefty  :  And  the  Lamb  will  feed  them,  and 
lead  them  to  fountains  of  living  water. 
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^*  In  Paradise,  within  the  gates, 
An  higher  entertainment  waits  ; 
Fruits  new  and  old,  laid  up  in  store, 
Where  we  shall  feed,  and  thirst  no  more.'* 

5.  Tbey  go  to  participate  in  all  Christ's  infinite 
blessedness, 

Chrift,  in  his  human  nature,  is  moft  highly 
€xaked  above  all  principalities  and  powers  :  and 
his  people  in  heaven  participate  in  all  this  exalta- 
tion. Being  one  'with  him^  they  fliare  in  his  blifs. 
He  has  taken  poffeffion  of  the  glory  of  heaven, 
jiot  as  a  private  perfon,  nor  merely  as  God  ;  but 
as  the  Head  of  the  body,  of  which  his  chofea  are 
the  members ;  or  as  our  Forerunner,  as/  fays  the 
apoftle,  *  whither  the  Forerunner  is/or  us  entered.* 
His  entrance  there  \^for  us.  Hence  the  faints  in 
heaven  are  raifed  up  to  that  exaltation  '  together 
with  Christ  .*'  '  if  fo  be  that  we  fufFer  with  him, 
that  we  may  be  alfo  glorified  together,^  There  is 
a  bleiTed  fignification  in  this  ! 

A  bride  fharcs  in  the  wealth  and  honors  of  her 
companit^n  ;  a  queen,  in  the  ftate  and  dignities  of 
her  royal  confort :  and  thus  do  the  glorified  faints, 
in  the  exaltation  and  bleffednefs  of  Chrifl; :  they 
participate  in  all  his  joys. 

The  fellowfhip  of  Chrifl  with  the  Father  is 
perfed  ;  and  the  joint  fellowfhip  of  faints  in  glo- 
ry with  Chrifl  is  perfed.  The  following  claufe 
of  Chrift's  interceflion  is  there  perfedlly  fulfilled, 
*  As  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that 
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they  may  be  one  m  us.'  Accordingly,  their  en- 
trance into  heaven  is  faid  to  be  *  into  the  joys  of 
their  Lord^  The  joy  of  Chrift  polTefTes  their 
hearts.  Kence  their  joy  is  full.  'The  glory, 
which  thou  haft  given  me,  have  I  given  them' — 

*  that  the  love,  wherewith  thou  haft  loved  me, 
may  be  in  them,  and  I  in  them.'  Glorified  faints 
thus  *  drink  of  the  river  of  God's  pleafures.'- — 
They  participate  with  Chrift  in  his  kingdom  and 
government,  '  If  we  fufter,  we  ftiall  reign  with 
him^  Yes,  glorified  faints  reign  'with  Christ  / 
They  are  made  kings  as  well  as  priefts  unto  God. 

*  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant;  thou 
haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things;  I  will  make 
thee  ruler  over  many  things  :  enter  thou  into  the 
joys  of  thy  Lord.'  The  one,  who  gains  tea 
talents,  has  dominion  over  ten  cities  :  or,  his 
blefled  participation  in  the  government  of  Chrift 
will  be  in  proportion  to  his  gain,  or  improvement, 
in  this  world.  *  Ye  are  they,  who  have  con- 
tinued with  me  in  my  temptations  ;  and  I  ap- 
point unto  you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath 
appointed  unto  me,  that  ye  may  eat  and  drink 
at  my  table  in  my  kingdom,  and  fit  on  thrones 
judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael.'  *  He  that 
overcometh  (hall  inherit  all  things.'  '  He  that 
overcometh,  and  keepeth  my  words  unto  the 
end,  to  him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations  ; 
and  he  (hall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron;  even 
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as  I  received  of  my  Father.'  Chrlfl:  will  rule  the 
nations  with  a  rod  of  iron  j  and  will  dafli  his 
enemies  to  pieces  :  and  fo  perfect  will  be  the 
participation  and  feliowfhip  of  his  people  in  heav- 
en with  him  in  this^  that  he  reprefents  them  as 
performing  the  judgment.  Accordingly,  when 
Chrift  rides  forth  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day, 
Rev.  xlx.  the  armies  of  heaven  are  faid  to  follo'w 
him  on  white  horfes. 

In  various  parts  of  the  Revelation,  upon  oc- 
cafions  of  great  judgments  being  infilled  on  the 
enemies  of  Z'on,  the  hofts  of  heaven  are  repre- 
fented  as  triumphing  in  the  praifcs  of  their  God 
and  King.  Relative  to  the  millennial  kingdom 
af  Chrift,  thofe  bright  hofts  above  exprefs  their 
joys,  '  And  we  f["iall  reign  on  the  earth.'  They 
will  reign,  by  participating  in  that  blefled  reiga 
of  Chrift  on  the  earth.  This  is  their  additional 
reward  to  be  received  at  that  time.  Upon  the 
accompliiliment  of  the  third  wo,  and  the  king- 
doms of  this  w©rld  becoming  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  the  eiders  in  heaven  prostrate  themfelves 
ia  holy  devotion,  faying,  *  We  give  thee  thanks, 
O  Lord  God  Almighty,  becaufe  thou  hast  taken 
to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  hast  reigned  :  and 
the  nations  were  angry,  aad  thy  wrath  is  come, 
and  the  time  of  the  dead  that  they  ihould  be  judg- 
ed, (that  the  martyrs  fhouid  be  avenged)  and  that 
thou    (houldst  give  reward  unto  thy  fcrvants  the 
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prophets,  and  to  the  faints,  and  them  that  feat 
thy  name,  both  ftnall  and  great.'  Here  all  the 
chofen  of  God  in  heaven  receive,  upon  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Millennium,  an  additional  re- 
ward, in  their  fellow^fhip  with  Ghrift  in  the 
glories  of  the  event.  *  We  fhall' reign  on  the 
earth.*  They  will  be  in  the  beft  pdffible  fituation 
to  behold  and  enjoy  the  excellencies  of  the  fcene. 
If  there  be  *  joy  in  heaven  over  one  finner  that 
repenteth,'  no  doubt  the  faints  in  glory  unite  in 
the  joyi  How  much  greater  then  will  be  their 
joy,  when  the  whole  earth  fhall  be  full  of  pen- 
itents, and  Chrift  will  be  adored  and  glorified 
by  all  mankind  on  earth  ! 

Thus  the  glorified  faints  participate  with  Chrift 
in.  his  government  and  kingdom,  *  To  him  that 
overcometh,  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my 
throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcome,  and  am  fit  down 
with  my  Father  in  his  throne.'  Upon  the  fame 
principle  it  is,  that  *  the  faints  fhall  judge  the 
world,''  '  Know  ye  not  that  we  fhall  judge  an- 
gels V  meaning  the  devils.  To  fuch  wonderful 
dignity  are  the  glorified  faints  exalted  ! 

We  might  proceed  to  contemplate  their  hap- 
pinefs,  in  their  moft  intimate  fellowfhip  with 
angels  ;  and  with  all  the  faints,  departed  from  the 
earth  in  all  paft  ages  ;  in  their  joyful  anticipations 
of  the  refurre^ion  morning  ;  the  great  judgment 
c 
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day  ;  the  inconceivable  additional  glories  tkea 
to  be  conferred  ;  and  the  amazing  fcenes  of  their 
bleffed  eternity,  while  they  (hall  make  progreffion 
in  knowledge,  love,  and  happinefs,  as^their  pow- 
ers enlarge,  ages  without  end  :  but  time  would 
fail.  This  will  be  the  bufinefs  of  eternity.  Its 
interminable  ages  will  be  only  fufEcient  to  do 
juftice  to  this  fubjedl,  and  form  an  adequate  view 
of  thefe  fcenes  of  wonder,  glory,  and  falvation. 

1.  We  learn  the  great  excellency  of  the  plan 
of  Gofpel  Grace,  which  turns  death  into  an 
avenue  to  glory.  DeHitute  of  this  plan,  death  is 
the  gate  of  eternal  perdition,  the  king  of  terrors. 
All  rauft  die.  Of  what  vafl:  worth,  then,  is  that 
almighty  Remedy,  which  difarms  death  of  its 
fting  and  terrors,  and  renders  it  a  precious  event  I 
*  Precious  in  the  light  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  faints.'  For, '  bleffed  are  the  dead  who  die 
in  the  Lord/ 

2.  How  different  then,  is  the  fcene  of  the 
death  of  the  faint  to  the  eye  of  falth^  from  what 
it  is  to  the  eye  of  sense  !  To  the  eye  of  fenfe,  it 
is  only  a  fcene  of  gloom  and  terror.  The  fpright- 
ly  frame  finks.  Nature  is  difTolved.  Features, 
which  have  been  admired  and  loved,  are  changed 
into  deformity,  and  lent  away  to  be  {oQn  on 
earth  no  more.  The  body  is  how  fown  in 
weaknefs,  difhonor,  and  corruption.     To  nature 
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all  is  dark  as  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death. 
But  faith  difcovers  a  far  more  delightful  fcenc  : 
It  beholds  the  wings  of  angels,  to  bear  the  dear 
departing  foul  to  the  paradife  of  God  :  yea,  it 
beholds  the  face  of  Jefus.  *  1  will  come  again, 
and  receive  you  unto  myfelf.'  Oh  !  what  more 
can  be  defired  ?    " 

3.  Of  what  infinite  importance  is  it  then,  to 
fecure  this  bleflednefs  !  This  is  the  *  one  thing 
needful.  There  is  nothing  elfe  poiTeffed  of  any 
importance,  compared  with  this.  In  order  to 
die  in  the  Lord,  we  muft  live  in  the  Lord.  This 
demands  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  life.  Such  an 
heart  we  ought  immediately  to  pofTefs.  *  Make 
you  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit  ;  why  will  ye 
die  ?'  *  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  be- 
hold, now  is  the  day  of  falvation.' 

4.  Who  then  can  defcribe  the  greatnefs  o^ their 
folly,  who  live  in  the  negleft  of  this  falvation  ? 
'  Wo  to  them  that  are  at  eafe  in  Zion.'  *  He  that 
being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  (hali 
fuddenly  be  deftroyed,  and  that  without  remedy*' 
'  How  (hall  we  efcape,  if  we  neglect  fo  great 
falvation  ?'  There  is  no  way  of  efcape  for  fuch. 
Death  will  terminate  all  their  vain  dreams,  and 
will  land  them  in  a  region  very  difrerent  from 
that  of  the  joyful  prefence  of  Chrid:.  The  prefent 
folly  of  fuch,  in  negleding  tendered  falvation,  is 
nothing  (liort  of  maci?iess,     God  lays,  *  Madnefs 
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is  in  their  hearts  while  they  live,  and  after  that 
they  go  to  the  dead.' 

5.  How  very  unwife  is  the  lukewarmnefs  of 
too  many  of  the  profeffed  children  of  God,  rela- 
tive to  this  fubjed  1  How  many  fuch  flumber 
and  fleep  !  How  far  are  fuch  from  obeying  the 
directions  of  Chrift,  '  Be  ye  alfo  ready  ;  for  in 
fuch  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  man 
cometh  !'  *  Watch  ye,  therefore, — And  what 
I  fay  unto  you,  I  fay  unto  all.  Watch.'  A  ftate 
of  lukewarmnefs  and  indifference  is  a  ftate  utterly 
unbecoming,  and  a  ftate  moft  offenfive  to  Chrift. 
Surely  the  blefling  in  our  text  is  worth  receiving, 
and  giving  diligence  to  fecure. 

6.  Ample  confolation  is  furnifhed  in  our  fub- 
jed,  for  the  people  of  God  under  the  various 
trials  of  life.  It  is  true,  *  many  are  the  afflic- 
tions of  the  righteous.'  It  is  '  through  much 
tribulation  that  they  are  to  enter  into  the  king- 
dom.' But  is  not  a  fufficient  inducement  fet 
before  them,  to  endure  as  feeing  him  who  is  in- 
vifible  ?  The  crown  of  life  is  prefented.  Death 
is  exhibited  as  the  end  of  all  trials,  and  the  gate  of 
heaven.  The  firft  glimpfe  of  glory  will  ten 
thoufand  fold  compenfate  for  all  the  pains  and 
trials  of  this  life. 

Pious  Mourners^  under  the  lofs  of  Chriftian 
friendsj  may  iind  in  our  text  ample  fupport.    The 
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fubje£t  applies  itfelf  to  the  chief  mourner  on  this 
occafion. 

Dear  Friend  and  Brother^ 
The  folemn  event,  for  fome  time  painfully 
anticipated,  has  arrived,  and  has  deprived  you  or 
*  the  desire  of  your  eyes^  You  are  called  to  utter 
the  language  of  theafflided  Heman,  '  Lover  and 
friend  haft  thou  put  far  from  me/  By  this  ftroke 
you  are  made  to  feel,  that  death  does  indeed  in- 
vade and  fever  the  moft  tender  earthly  con- 
nexions. The  dear  companion  has  taken  her 
flight,  to  be  here  no  more  !  This  brings  fuch  a 
day  as  you  never  before  experienced.  God  has 
indeed  laid  on  you,  and  on  your  dear  family,  a 
heavy  affiidion.  A  breach  like  the  fea  is  made 
upon  your  domeftic  felicity.  A  wound  is  given, 
which  no  created  good  can  heal.  The  lofs  to 
you,  and  to  us,  is  great.  We  fympathize  with 
you,  and  your  family  ;  and  would  unite  in 
prefenting  your  caufe  to  God,  through  that  bleflf- 
ed  Pligh  Prieft,  who  can  be  *  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities  ;"  and  who,  when  on 
earth,  mingled  his  tears  with  thofe  of  mourners. 
Beholding  their  grief,  *  Jefus  wept.*  Shall  we 
attempt,  dear  Sir,  to  aggravate  the  fmart  of  your 
woundi  by  noting  in  detail  the  confequences  of 
your  lofs  ?  or  hinting  how  '  coats  and  garments 
made,'  works  finifhed  or  unfinifhed,  gloomy 
rooms"~of  your  dwelling,  lonely  days  and  nights^ 
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and  the  fighs  of  motherlcfs  chUdrcn,  will  all  unite 
to  teftify,  (and  to  repeat,  and  continue  the  tefti- 
mony)  that  the  dear  companion  is  not  here — 
flie  is  gone  I  and  that  you  have  fuftained  a  great 
lofs  !  No,  my  Brother,  this  part  of  the  fubjedt 
we  pafs.  Things  more  replete  with  confolation 
prefent  themfelves ;  and  things,  with  which  you, 
as  an  ambaflador  of  Chrift,  and  a  friend  of  the 
afflidted,  have  often  confoled  others  in  diftrefs. 
Of  that  everlafting  Source  of  fupport,  you,  in 
deep  afflidion,  will  not  find  yourfelf  deprived. 
Jefus  will  be  near,  and  will  fuftain.  He  fays, 
*  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs  ;  1  will  come 
unto  you.*  *  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee.  Be 
not  difmayed  ;  for  I  am  thy  God  :  When  thou 
walkeft  through  the  waters,  they  fhall  not  over- 
flow thee  ;  and  through  the  fire,  thou  fhalt  not 
be  burnt.'  '  Sorrow  hath  filled  your  heart :  But 
I  will  fee  you  again,  and  you  fhall  have  joy  ;  and 
your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you.* 
Friends  of  the  bereaved  Family^ 
While  we  fympathize  in  your  afflidion,  we 
would  notice,  with  gratitude  to  God,  that  you 
mourn  not  without  hope.  For  years  the  tender 
companion  and  parent  gone  profeffed  her  faith 
in  Chrift,  and  her  hope  in  his  falvation.  At  times 
fhe  thought  Ihe  enjoyed  great  compofure  and 
delight  in  God.  Though  her  parental  heart  had 
a  defire,  if  it  might  have  been  the  will  of  God, 
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to  have  remained  ftill  longer  in  the  bofoia  of  her 
family  ;  yet,  as  the  Divine  will  unfolded  itfelf  to 
be  otherwife,  in  the  fymptoms  of  her  approaching 
diflblution,  fhe  expreffed  her  cheerful  refignation, 
and  her  confidence  in  God.  Repeatedly  fhe  had 
breathed  out  her  fervent  defircs  to  *  be  freed  from 
fin,  and  made  holy.'  This  we  truft  is  now  her 
blefled  cafe  ;  and  thal\the  claufe  of  Chrift's  inter- 
ceffion,  found  in  our  text,  is  with  her  fulfilled. 
If  this  be  her  cafe,  truly  flie  hath  r^p  defire  to 
return  to  you,  or  revifit  this  earth.  No  !  flie  has 
received  the  end  of  her  faith,  in  the  falvation  of 
her  foul ;  and  finds,  that  to  be  with  Chrift  is  in- 
deed  far  better. 

Relatives  are  allowed  to  weep  for  their  lofs  in 
fuch  a  ca|o.  The  love  of  God,  holy  piety,  does 
not  forbiJ  it.  But  immoderate  grief,  at  the  de- 
parture of  Chriftian  ijjtnds,  is  unfultable.  For 
they  are  gone  only  to  be  with  Chrid,  to  behold 
his  glory  :  and  death  is  their  great  gain. 

Let  us  rather  then,  by  faith,  liften  to  their  an- 
thems of  praife  ;  and  prepare,  and  long,  to  be 
with  them.  They  fhlne  as  the  fun  in  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.  Their  feelings  toward  mourn- 
ing relatives,  here,  muft  be,  *  Weep  not  for  me  : 
Weep  for  your  s'lns^  and  your  dangers  :  But  rejoice 
at  my  arrival  to  glory.  And  oh  ^prepare  to  follow ; 
tfl  leap  from  the  f eld  of  battle  ^  to  the  joys  of  eternal 
vidfory,^ 
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KecollQ&,mj;  friends ,  the  occalions  with  which 
you  have  been  favored,  to  fmg  of  mercy  as  well 
as  of  judgment.  The  dear  wife,  the  faithful 
mother,  was  fpared  till  her  children  had  fur- 
mounted  the  perils  of  infancy,  and  the  dangers 
of  early  childhood.  And  you  have  gratefully  to 
recollect  how  long  you  have  been  blefled  with 
her  diftinguifhing  domeftlg^^irtues  and  excellen- 
cies. She  trained  up  her  offspring  to  economy 
and  dilige/ite.  And  fhe  has  left  them  the  in- 
valuable Tegacy  of  her  domeftic  examples  and 
influence.  She  was  favored  with  a  difcerning 
and  well  informed  mind  r' with  a  ready  inven- 
tion ;  a  quick  penetration  ;  and  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  human  nature.  In  the  benefits  of  thefe, 
you  richly  fhared.  Blefs  the  Father  iRf-  mercies 
for  fuch  gifts.  And  now/that  they  arr  recalled, 
and  ihe  is  here  no  more./iabmit  to  God  ;  confide 
in  the  riches  of  his  goomkfs  \  and  follow  her, 
wherein  fhe  followed  Chrift.  God  in  mercy 
fandify  the  affiidion  to  you  ;  and  give  you  grace 
to  improve! it  in  humble  repentance  ;  in  felf- 
examination  ;  in  eiFedual  fervent  prayer  and 
devotion  ;  in  humble  filial  fubmiffion  ;  in  evan- 
gelical dcadnefs  to  the  world  ;  in  holy  fpirituality ; 
and  in  giving  all  diligence  to  be  prepared  to 
follow^  thofe  who  have  gone  to  be  with  Chrift. 
Thus  do,  and  you  will  find  it  good  to  have  bee« 
afflided. 
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Brethren  and  Sisters  of  this  Churchy 
A  much  refpetfted  member  of  your  holy  coai« 
munity  is  gone  from  this  militant  ftate.  You 
have  no  need  of  being  informed,  that  you  have 
iustained  a  loss.  The  tears,  particularly  of  piouS 
fifters,  will  teftify  a  fenfe  of  this.  In  your  hearts 
and  memories  fhe  will  (1111  live.  And  the  rccol- 
le£tIon  that  fhe  is  here  no  more,  will  call  away 
your  thoughts  and  afFedions  from  earth  to 
heaven.  Are  you  prepared  to  follow  her  ?  Have 
you  good  evidence  that  your  death,  v>^henever  it 
fhall  come,  will  be  to  you  a  fulfilment  of  the 
prayer  of  Chrift  in  our  text  ?  Pray,  ray  Chrlftlan 
friends,  pray  for  yourfelves,  and  for  your  children, 
that  this  may  be  your  and  their  happy  cafe- 
Pray  that  the  prefent  mournful  event  may  be 
fandified  to  you  and  them  for  this  purpofe. 
And  you  will  not  forget  to  pray  and  intercede  for 
your  beloved  and  aiilifted  Pallor,  and  his  mourn- 
ing family.  Abundantly  has  he  prayed  for  you, 
and  fympathized  with  you,  in  your  various  afflic- 
tions. Let  him  find  i\x2Xyo!i  have  bov/els  of  tcn- 
dernefs,  as  well  as  he.  Comfort  his  heart,  and 
ftrengthcn  his  hands,  in  this  feafon  of  his  adver- 
fity.  Oh  !  comfort  him,  by  faithfully  obeying 
God,  and  improving  the  miniflry  of  God's  fer- 
vant  among  you.  Let  him  be  able  to  fee  the 
fruit  of  his  labors  in  your  falvation,  and  that  of 
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jont  children. May  you  all  be  prepared  for 

fcenes  of  fimilar  afflidlon  ;  and  for  the  glories 
of  that  world,  where  dear  Chriftlan  friends  fhall 
be  parted  no  more  ;  where  fm,  and  tears,  fliall 
find  n6  admittance  i  and  where  will  be  a  perfect 
and  eternal  enjoyment  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb. 
Fellow  Mortals  of  ibis  Assembly^ 
In  the  events  of  this  day,  a  leflbn  of  iiiortality 
is  founded  in  your  ears.     Yon,  too,  muft  die  ! 
Are  you  prepared  ?     Death  will  fix  you  in  blifs 
or  wo  indefcribable  :  and  God  only  knows  how 
foon.     You  have  a  momentary  exiftence  upon 
a  point  of  time  between  twoboundlefs  feas,  a  paft 
and  a  future  eternity.     Up6n  the  latter  you  will 
fooa  enter,  whether    prepared  or    unprepared. 
How  has  that  part  of  the  moment  of  your  day  of 
grace,  which  is  gone,  been   improved  ?     How 
fhall  you   improve  the   fmall   remaining   part  ? 
Let   coBfcieneCj  I  pray  you,    immediately  and 
folemnly  decide  thefe  queries  :  or,  perhaps  the  in- 
finite Judge  v^ill  foon  decide  them  for  you,  before 
his  judgment  feat,  to  your  inexpreffiblc  anguifli  \ 
Had  you  been  called  by  death  before  this  period, 
to  what  region  Ihouid  you  have    been  conveyed  ? 
Would  the  event  have  been  to  you  a  fulfilment 
of  the  intercefTion  in  our  text  ?     Would  it  have 
conveyed  you  to  the  joyful  prefence  and  likenefs 
of  Chrift  \     Have   you,  habitually,  evidence  of 
this,  which  the  Word  of  God  warrants  ?     Does 
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a  well  informed  confcience  thus  tefllfy  ?     Are  the 
people  of  God,  who  are  bed  acquainted  with  you, 
able  thus  to  teftify  ?     Is  this  tcflimoay  excited,  in 
your  behalfjinthe  confciences  of  your  neighbors, 
and  even  the  impenitent  ?     Remember,  that  the 
wicked,  at  death,  are  *  driven  away  in  their  v^ick- 
ednefs'.     And  oh  !  dare  not  lo   live  in   a  (late  of 
foul,  in  which,  fliould  death  arreft,  this  would  bs 
your  cafe.  Confider  your  latter  end  :  awake  from 
every  idle    dream  :  be  reconciled  to  God  :  (land 
prepared   for  your  diifolution  :  cultivate   fuch  a 
love  to  the  prefence  and  worfhip  of  God  and  the 
Lamb  here,  as  that  to  go  where  thefe  are  perfe(flly 
exhibited    and    enjoyed,    would  conftitute  your 
perfect  blifs.     In  order  for  this,  you  muft  in  this 
life  delight  in  the  prefence  and  worfliip  of  God 
in  the  clofet,  in  family  devotion,  in  public  worfliip, 
and  in  daily  religion.     This  is  the  duty  of  man, 
and   the   way  to    heaven.     If  it   be   negleded, 
heaven  is  loft ;  and  hell  is  the  only  alternative. 
If  you  excufe  yourfelves  from  the  duties  of  the 
fanduary  on  earth,  you  can  never   come   to  the 
glories  of  the  inner  temple  above.     If  you  long 
not  for  the  return  of  thtformery  you  are  not  pre- 
pared for  the  return  of  Chrift  to  receive   you, 
among  his  chofen,  to   the  employments  of  the 
latter.  By  this,  therefore,  decide  whether  you  are 
prepared  for  the  happy  event  in  the  text.    If  you 
be  not  prepared,  O   confider,  with   amazement, 
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the  following  divine  notice,  'There  fliall  be 
v/eeping  and  gnafliing  of  teetb,  when  ye  fiiall  kc 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets, 
in   the  kingdom   of  God,  and   you  yourfelvea 

thru  ft  out.' 


